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flesh In the evenings for the jackals ; she told the pandits the wonders
of her dreams, and at the cross-roads she offered oblation to Siva."1
VIL    Other Aspects of Court Life
1.   Illness and Treatment
The people of Bana's day knew certain methods of treating a royal
person during illness. This can be best exemplified by the measures
adopted daring the sickness of Prabhakaravardhana. "Attendants
were drinking streams of water from uplifted (or empty) cups in
order to distract the pain of the king's dry mouth. Gourmands were
being fed to relieve his craving. All the dealers were busy
in providing a pharmacopoeia of drugs......Butter-milk was freez-
ing in pails packed in ice; a eollyrium stick had been cooled with
camphor powder placed on a moist white cloth; in a new vessel
besmeared with wet clay was whey for a gargle. Water trickled from
the soft bundles of fibres covered with delicate (red) lotus-leaves; on
the ground where were cups of drinking water lay bunches of lotuses
with their stalks. Boiled water was being cooled by passing in a
stream from cup to cup; red sugar diffused a pungent odour. On a
stand stood a sand-jar for the sickman's eyes to rest upon; fresh
water-plants were coiled round a dripping globe; a crystal platter
gleamed with parched groats and barley-meal; a paste of flour and
curds was held in a yellow emerald cup; a collection of crystal, pearl
and shell vessels was sprinkled with powders and infusion of cooling
herbs. -Piles of myrobaians, citrons, grapes and pomegranates were at
hand. Lustral water was being scattered by Fee'd Brahmans. A flat
stone was stained with forehead unguents which a maid-servant was
pounding......As they touched him, the hands of the attendants enga-
ged in ceaselessly smearing him with sandal were as white in the
palm as if turned to ashes by contact with his burning limbs......In-
cessantly applied petals of red, white and blue lotuses seemed to blot
his body......On his head a thick silken cloth bound round his hair..."2
Moreover from the exclamations of king Prabhakaravardhana it
can be seen that, in order to assuage the fever of this royal patient,
pearl necklaces and jewelled mirrors were placed on his body, his
brow was anointed with bits of ice, camphor powder was adminis-
tered to him, moon-stones were applied to his eyes, blue lotuses were
1 Sana, KadcMari) pp; 55*5&
3 IfaU,. H&sacarita, pp.   138-40.   For  other   details  regarding  medicines  and
treatment to be administered during illness in the case of people in general, see I-
of. cit,f pp. 130-38; also see ante Qu II, Sect* XI, 4, pp. 162-63.